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POWDER RIVER BASIN 

Master Plan for Angler Access 

and 

Associated Recreational Uses 

The Powder River headwaters in the Blue Mountains west of Baker and 

drains the Baker and Powder River Valleyso In the middle section, the river 

forms an 11S" curve as it heads north through the Baker Valley and then turns 

east at Thief Valley Reservoir. From here it continues east to meet the 

Powder River Arm of Brownlee Reservoir at Richland. 

In the headwaters at the upper end of the Sumpter Valley, rolling hills, 

timbered with second growth ponderosa pine, hem the valley on all sides. The 

valley itself is flat, open, and meadow-like; and the Powder River meanders 

through hay and grain fields as it flows generally eastward. At the upper 

end of the valley the stream has been dredge minedo The tailings resulting 

from this operation completely fill the valley floor and make a useless 

wasteland. 

Below the Sumpter Valley, the river turns north and makes its long 

journey through the Baker Valley and the towns of Baker and North Powder. 

This is an agricultural valley and an area of many irrigation diversions and 

low summer flows. At North Powder, the North Fork joins the main Powder 

River just before it makes its swing to the east into Thief Valley Reservoir. 

Below Thief Valley, the river meanders through the Keating Valley and into 

the Richland area which is collectively known as the Powder Valley. This 

valley is a long section of geography which is broken by a rugged canyon that 

divides the Keating and Richland areas. It is surrounded by sage and bunch 

grass covered foothills, and is checkerboarded with irrigation ditches and 

hayfields. 
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Nearly the entire Powder River system is used for irrigation through 

diversions that begin in the Sumpter Valley with additional supplies of water 

being removed throughout the remaining length of the system. The headwaters, 

Cracker Creek, and MoCully Fork above Sumpter provide an early spring fishery, 

but flows through the summer are not substantial to maintain good trout angl-

ing. 

Ten thousand legal rainbows are released in the Sumpter area eaoh spring 

to supplement natural stocks of fish. 

The lower reaches of the system support only very small populations of 

trout due to the low flows and warm water temperatures. Fair populations 

of warm-water game fish--smallmouth bass, crappie, and channel catfish--are 

pr~sent from :Baker to Richland. The main angling pressure exists along the 

accessible section of the river above Richland where Highway 86 parallels the 

river for about 14 miles. Thief Valley Reservoir supports a limited fishery 

in the early spring, but for only a short time before the pool is drawn down 

for irrigation. 

To really produce good angling for either trout or warm-water game fish, 

depending upon the environmental situation, the Powder River would need to 

be chemically treated and a program of habitat improvement initiated. A pro

gram of fish rehabilitation and habitat improvement would include: 

1. Chemical treatment of the river and tributaries 
to remove the rough fish population. 

2. Reintroduction of suitable fish species. 

3. Construction of a barrier at downstream end to 
prevent upstream migration of rough fish from 
lower impoundments; e.g., Brownlee Reservoir. 

4. Streamside tree and cover planting to shade the 
stream which will lower water temperatures. 

2 
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At the present time there is no access problem on the Powder River. 

Fish populations are not at optim:um; rough fish populations are high and fish

ing is not considered good except in the early spring months when water flows 

are up. In the area near Richland, channel catfish, bass, and crappie move 

up the river during the spring high water periods and provide a good fishery 

for a short time. In the event of fish rehabilitation and habitat improve

ment, land along the river will be more in demand. Most of the system has 

been labeled "gain access whenever and wherever possible" since no particular 

site is any more desirable than another except those enumerated by area 

throughout this report. It is felt that angling access will be in demand if 

and when a rehabilitation program is undertaken and angling is improved. For 

this reason, it is specified that priorities be raised to "A" prior to a re

habilitation program. 

This report details a plan that we hope can be followed to solve the 

access problems of the Powder River. Too, we hope that all agencies that are 

interested in retaining existing water access as well as providing additional 

facilities, whether they be municipal, county, or state will all join in a 

cooperative effort to carry out this plan in an orderly manner. It is probable 

that Land and Water Conservation Funds will be available on a 50-50 matching 

basis. In order to acquire these funds, it will be necessary to apply through 

the Oregon State Highway Department. 

The drainage basin has been divided into five areas, each with its indi

vidual characteristics and needs. 'The following area descriptions and site 

evaluation forms present the fishery and access picture in more detail. 

3 
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VICINITY MAP 

PENDLETON 

I' 
La GRANDE 

JOHN DAY 

----~I-----

The Powder River drains the Baker and Keating Valleys and joins 

Brownlee Reservoir near Richland. 

Interstate Highway 80N through Pendleton links the western part of 

the state with the Baker Valley. The distance from Portland is 302 miles 

and takes about 6 hours of driving time. La Grande is 21 miles north of 

the basin; Ontario lies 95 miles to the south. 

4 
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AREA I 

Area I of the Powder River consists of the section that lies between 

Richland and the Highway 203 crossing below Thief Valley Reservoir .. This 

area is divided into two agricultural valleys that are separated by a long, 

narrow canyon .. 

For 9 river miles in the vicinity of Richland, the river flows through 

a fertile valley where hayfields predominate .. Above the Richland Valley the 

river cascades through a canyon for a distance of 14 miles. The part of Area 

I above the canyon is known as the Keating Valley .. It is very similar to the 

Richland Valley, but is nearly three times as large. Here the river meanders 

along among hayfields, and flows are at a minimum through the summer due to 

irrigation diversions out of the Thief Valley canyon. 

A minimal warm-water fishery is maintained in the entire area due to 

large populations of rough fish. At the present time, the canyon area between 

the Keating and Richland Valleys is the only area that receives any fishing 

pressure, due to the inaccessibility of the privately owned land in the 

valleys, and here the angling intensity is only very light. Upon rehabili

tation and fish habitat improvement, the river would support a good warm

water fishery and fishing access would be in demand. The Keating and Richland 

Valleys have been put under the category "gain access whenever and wherever 

possible" under priority "C" at the present time .. Prior to a fish rehabilita

tion program, the priority in this section should automatically go to "A". 

Access is no problem in the canyon since the state highway parallels the 

river all the way .. If the highway were improved, it would be advantageous to 

incorporate wide shoulders and/or periodic off-the-highway parking areas for 

5 
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anglers along this section. Since the Game Commission's successful intro

duction of the chukar partridge in 1953 and the first hunting season in 1956, 

this canyon has provided good shooting to many upland bird hunters through

out the state. 

One site in the canyon area has been described and is included in the 

evaluation in this section of the report. The additional evaluations de

scribe this area in more detail. 

Balm Creek Reservoir, a small irrigation impoundment at the headwaters 

of Balm Creek, supports a moderate trout fishery. The reservoir is drawn 

down heavily each summer; consequently, angling pressure is concentrated in 

the early summer and then is only moderate. 

Since the reservoir is bordered on the east side by Forest Service land, 

it is recommended that campgrounds be developed on this public land. 

This reservoir is described in the following site evaluation section. 

6 
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WA'l.'Ji!n AGCI•:ns ST'L'fi! EVALUATION 

___ P_o_wd_e_r_Ri_v_e_r __ Syatem Site No. l 

Area ----------I Priority __ c _____ _ 

Name Richland Valley 

Looation In the vicinity of Richland Bank -------Both 

T 45E, R ~, Seo. -=-• River Mile 9.5 - 20* County __ B_ak_e_r _____ _ 

Ownership& Public --------------------------
Private __ x __ Tax Lot No. Number of owners Manz __ _,_; -----------

DESCRIPI'ION 

Land Type Level agricu],tural 

Cover type Hayfields with willows along river 

Road aooesa Few gravel roads - county & , Condition Good 
private ----------

Flows Low Water quality Fair but warm 

Present stage of development __ N_o_n_e_· ________________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisitions Aores, ------- ---------- Feet of frontage 

Type of conveyance Easements and/ or purchase 

Developments 

Boat Rampa Type _____________ Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets Trails Roads ------ --------- ----------
Parking area __ For oars or· car-trailer units ---- -----

This area will aooommodate warm-water game fish anglers in the Richland

Halfway area. 

* The lower 9½ miles of river is inundated by Brownlee Reservoir. 

8 
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I 

# 
_______ ,..., l 

FISHERYi game fish - c.hannel catfish smallmouth b 

rough fish - carp, suckers, shiners@ --------------------------------~-----"""""----""""""'--""'"""""'-
--------------------~-----"""""""-=-..----~ 

Sum.mer Fall Winter 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

Seasons (Check) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and souba. diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problemsa 

Group Fa.cilitiea1 

-~ 
~ 
P4 

Cll 

X 

j ~ 
14 ~ 
14 .~ ~ )lg 

X x-

--

(Sa - Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout~ 
Sg ... Sturgeon, Ww .... We.rm Water Fishea) 

SKETCH 

SEE FOLD-,OUT MAP 

REMARKS Angling pressure in this section is mainly by the local landowners 
and residents. The mouth of the river on Powder River Arm is access
ible by boat from the reservoir. 

9 
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WA'l1Ji!H ACCI~:~m fH'Pl~ EVALUATION 

_____ P_o-iffli ......... e~r_R-i=v~e~r ____ System Site No. 2 

I Area ---------- Priority Complete ---------
Name Bishop Springs Roadside Rest Area 

Looation 5¼ miles downstream from the end of Keating Valley North :Bank 

T...2§_, R ~' Seo. ___§_a River Mile 26 County ___ Bak __ e_r ____ _ 

Ownerships Public Oregon State Highway Commission 

Private Tax Lot Noe Number of owners --- --- ------
DESCRIPrION 

Land Type Powder River Canyon 

Cover type Sagebrush and ch~at grass 

Road a.ooesa Paved highway - State , Condition ___ G_o_o_d ______ _ 

Flows _Lo_w ___________ Wa.ter quality __ F_a_ir_b_u_t_warm ______ _ 

Present stage of development ____ C_omp __ l_e_t_e _____________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Aoquisitioni Acres, ------- ---------- Feet of frontage 

Type of oonveya.noe ___________________ _ 

Developments 

Boat Ramps Type _____________ Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets Trails Roads ------ -------- ----------
Parking area __ For ____ cars or · oar-trailer units 

This site a.ooommoda t~ tired and. thirsty travelers through the lower 

Powder River canyon. 

10 
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carp, suckers, shiners. 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

S 1 S ipr .na 

Ww 

ummer F, 11 a 

Vlfw Ww 

Winter 

I 

Seasons (Chaok) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems s 

Group Facilities& 

-~ 
~ 
p.~ 

Cfl 

X 

X 

j ~ 
r-1 43 
r-1 .~ ~ ~ 

;x X 

X 

J X 

' 

!REA~-

SITE # 2 
~lll!'O 

(Sa - Salmon, St= Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon, Ww - Warm Water F'ishee) 

SKETCH 

REMARKS This is a roadside rest area nth running water and toilets~ The 
site is quite small and could accommodate only a few people at one time@ 
This spring provides cool drinking water for hot travelers@ 

11 
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WA'l'Ji!H ACCl!:Bs Sl'L1g EI/ALUA'rION 

___ P_owd __ e_r_Ri_v_e_r __ System Site No. 3 

Area ----------I Priority ___ c ____ _ 

Name Keating Valley 

Looation Ten miles below Thie£ Valley Reservoir 
4iE 

Both Bank -------
T__8li, R m , Seo, -=-• River Mile 31.6-50.4 County __ B_ak_er _____ _ 

Ownership a Public ________________________ _ 

Private x* Tax Lot No. ___ Number of owners __ Many ___ _ 

* ill land along river is privately owned 
DESCRIPTION 

Land Type __ L_e_v_el_v_al_l_ey _____________________ _ 

Cover type __ H_ayf __ ie_l_ds _______________________ _ 

Road a.ooess Many two lane gravel - county, Condition __ G_o_od_. ______ _ 

Flows ____ Low _________ wa. tar qua.Ii ty __ F_a_ir_b_u_t_w_arm_• ______ _ 

Present stage of development _______ N_on_._e _________________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisitions ------- Acres, 2 miles of frontage -----------
Type of conveyance Easements and/ or purchase 

Development a 

Boat Rampa Type _____________ Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets Trails Roads ------ -------- ----------
Parking area __ For oars .or · oar-trailer unite ---- -----

This area will a.ooommodate wa.rmr:nter game fish anglers from the Kea,ting area. 

12 
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AREA -----------
SITE#_,.;;,._ ___ _ 

FISHERY i Warm-water - channel cat.fish and smallmouth bass, 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

s i s ,pr n« 

Ww 

ummer 

Ww 

1 Fa. 1 Winter 

Ww 
I 

I 

Sea.eons (Check) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boa.ting, motor 
Boa.ting, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problemsz 

Group Faoilitiesz 

-~ 
J-1 
Pf 

Ul 

X 

j 
F-i 
Q) 

r-1 ~ 
r-1 -~ ~ )I: 

Jt X 

(Sa. - Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon, Ww - Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

SEE FOLD-OUT MAP 

REMARlCS Access to this portion wou,ld open two miles of river to warm-water 
game fish anglers. If the river were rehabilitated it would provide 
a good warm-water fishery. 

13 
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__ P_o_~_d_e_r_Ri_._v_er _____ System 4 

I Area A ----------
Site No. 

Priority --------
Name Balm Creek Reservoir 

Location 12 miles northeast of Keating Bank ______ ,._,; 

T.1.§_, R ~, Seo. _j_t River Mile ____ County ___ B_a_k_er ____ _ 

Ownership& Public u. S. Forest Service and --------------------------
Private x Tax Lot No. --- Number of owners 3* __ ___,; 

*Jacobs Bros. 
DESCRIPI'ION 

Land Type Mountainous 

Cover type Reservoir surrounded by timber 

Road access Two lane gravel- public , Condition __ oo_o_d ______ _ 

Flows Fluctuating Water quality __ G_o_o_d _________ _ 

Present stage of development _____ N_o_n_e _______________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisitionr -------- Acres, __________ Feet of frontage 

Type of conveyance ____________________ _ 

Development a 

Boat Ramps Type _____________ Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets x Trails Roads along shore line ------ --------
Parking area x For ca.rs or 30 oar-trailer uni ts -- ---- -----

This site will accommodate trout anglers and some hunter camps. 

14 
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FISHERY I Rainbow trout 

Heavy 

* Medium 

Light 

s i s 1pr nt,t 

Tr 

wnmer 

TI• 

Fall Wi t n er 

Tr 

I 

I 

AREA I 

(Sa - Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon, Ww - Warm Water Fiahe~) 

*Medium.because of pool fluctuations 
Seasons (Cheak) 

I 

!1 ,, ....,._ 

~ RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boa.ting, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting 9 waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems z 

Group Facilities: 

-~ 
~ 
~ 

(/) 

:i 
X 
:x 
X 
X 

X 

\; I 
~ 
@J 

~ +lb 
r-1 .s 
~ )Ill 

':Ir 

X 

'

Un/or; 
::Jf) r. 

X X 
X X 
X 

X X 

:x: 
X 

U. ~ F:S. 

X 

REMARICS This reservoir needs campground development on Forest Service lande 

This body of water is closed to angling from a motor driven craft. 

15 
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EAGLE CREEK AREA 

Eagle Creek headwaters on the south side of the Wallowa Mountains and 

flows southeasterly to meet the Powder River at Richlands The topography 

varies from subalpine at West Eagle Meadows to mountain desert with sage

brush and rimrocks where the creek leaves the national forest. 

The fishery is for rainbow trout in spring and early summer. The snow 

in the headwaters does not leave until the first pa.rt of July, but angling 

lower down in the watershed begins with the opening of the trout season in 

the latter part of April. 

Access to the stream is complete and adequate on national forest land. 

However, the area between Tamarack Forest Camp and Main Eagle Bridge Camp is 

primarily privately owned and public entry is denied. Because of this, no 

hatchery trout liberations take place in this potentially good trout angling 

area. It is recommended that fishing easements be obtained in this area~ 

Two horse packers operate in the area and conduct pack trips in to the 

high lakes in summer and guide deer and elk hunters in the fall. They pro

vide the needed access in to this side of the Wallowa Mountains and the 

Wilderness Area. 

17 
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WA'l'Ji:H ACC1~!f3S srrn E'IALUATION 

__ P_o_w_d_er __ Ri_v_er ____ System Site No. 1 

__ E_a_g_l_e_C_r_e_e_k ____ Area Priority __ c_omp ___ l_e_t_e __ _ 

Name Eail,e Forks Qargpg;round 

Location At forks of Little Eagle Creek and main EaeJ.ef;ee_k __ W_e_s_t ___ Bank 

T_aa_, R .JA.Sl, Seo.6....&...1.• River Mile _____ County __ B __ ak_e ..... r ____ _ 

Ownership I Public ___ u_,_s_, __ F_o .... r....,e....,s_t_s __ e __ m._c_e ______________ _ 

Private ___ Tax Lot No. Number of owners --- ------
DESCRIPTION 

Land Type Mountainous - camp on·oxbow 

Cover type Coniferous trees 

Road aooess Single lane dirt - public , Condition __ G_o_o_d ______ __ 
High - spring 

Flows Good ... summer and fall Water quality Excellent -------------
Present stage of development ____ c __ omp_l __ e_t_e ______________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Aoquiaitions ------- Acres, ---------- Feet of frontage 

Type of oonveyanoe --------------------
Development a 

Boat Ramps Type Number of lane(:§ ------------- -----
Toilets Trails Roads -------- -------- ----------
Parking area -- For oars or· oar-trailer units ---- -----

This site will aooommodate trout anglers on Eagle Creek. 

18 
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Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

s i ,pr n« Summer 

Tr 

T:r 

Fall Winter 

I 

I 

Seasons (Cheok) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boating~ motor 
Boa.ting, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems a 

Group Facilitiesz 

REMARKS 

-~ 
14 

I 14 
Pi 
t/l 

X X 
xx 

X X 

X X 

~ 
r-1 ,+JI 
rl -~ ~ ~ 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

(Sa - Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon~ Ww - Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

This campground is situated on a near level oxbow in the creek. 
Camping., picnicking., water, and sanitary facilities are furnished. This 
is a charge campground - no charge_ for picnickinge 

19 
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WA'l'Ji!H ACCl~:ss Sl'PF! EV'ALUATION 

__ P_o_w_d_e_r_Ri_v_er ____ System Site No. 2 

__ E=a•g~1~@~G.r~,,~k=---- Area 

Name Eagle Creek Campground 

Priority __ o_o_mp_le_t_e __ _ 

Location 12 miles upstream from Richland __ N_o_rth _____ Bank 

T..1§_, R hhE, Seo • .Jl_a River Mile ____ County __ B_u_er _____ _ 

Ownerships Public --------------------------u. s. Forest Service 

Priv.ate Tax Lot No. --- ___ Number of owners _____ _ 

DESCRIPI'ION 

Land Type __ Mo_un_ta_i_n_o_u_s _____________________ _ 

Cover type __ C_o_nif'_._e_r_ou_s_t_r_e_e_s ____________________ _ 

Road a.ooess Two lane gravel - public , Condition ___ G_o_od _______ _ 

High - spring 
Flows Good - §};nmpftr and ;ra11 Wa. tar qua.Ii ty Excellent 
Present stage of development ____ c_o_m-'p_l .. e_t_e ____________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Aoquisitionc Acres, ------- ___________ feet of frontage 

Type of conveyance ___________________ _ 

Developments 

Boat Ramps Type ____________ ..,;Number of la.nee ____ _ 

Toilets Trails Roads -------- _______ ....,; ----------
Parking area __ For oars .or· oar-trailer units ---- -----

This site will accommodate trout anglers on Eagle Creek and deer and elk 

hunter.camps in fallo 

20 
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Creek 

SITE# 2 ===-------
FISHERY* Rainbow trout and some DoU:r Varden a~mi:te!i.~L~----------

Summer Fall Winter 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light Tr 

Seasons (Cheok) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems& 

Group Facilities: 

REMARKS 

-~ 
~ 
P-t 

en 

X 
X 

X 

X 

J.-1 J.-1 
(D (I) 

j ,.....f +:> 
,.....f .~ ~ )ill 

X X 
X X 

X X 

X 
X 

X X 

(Sa - Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon 9 Ww = Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

~ 11 
\) 

1[ \) 

.l.. 

cJ 

()-.. 

f 

r 

c.. 

f 
<f 

(j 11 
~ 10Je+s ........ 

It-

11_ \f 

L!J 

This is a nice campground on Eagle Creek. Camping, picnicking, 
sanitary facilities, and water are furnished. A charge is made for camping -
no charge for picnicking. 
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Wi\'l'Ji:H ACCl~:ns ST'L'fi! EVALUATION 

System -----------Powder River Site No. .3 

Area ----------Eagle Creek Priority __ c_om: __ p __ l_e_te __ _ 

Name Jlain Eagle Bridge Camp 

Looa. tion 21 miles upstream. from Richland :Bank -------East 

T-1§_, R k, Seo. _§_a River Mile ______ County ____ Bak......,.e .... r ____ _ 

Ownerships Publio --------------------------u. s. Forest Service 

Private Tax Lot No. Number of owners --- --- ------
DESCRIPI'ION 

Land Type Mountainous 

Cover type Coniferous trees 

Road aooess Two lane gravel - public , Condition ___ G_o_od ______ ~ 

Flows 
High - spring 
Good - summer and fa]J Water quality ____ Ex=c=el_l~e_n_t ______ _ 

Present stage of development _____ C_amp __ l_et_e _____________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Aoquiaition1 -------- Acres, ---------- Feet of frontage 

Type of oonveyanoe ____________________ _ 

Development, 

Boat Ramps Type _____________ Number of la.nee ____ _ 

Toilets Trails Roads -------- -------- ---------
Parking area --- For cars or oar-trailer units ---- -----

This site will aooommodate trout anglers on main Eagle Creek and deer and 

elk hunter camping in the fall. 
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Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

s i ipr n« s 

Tr 

ummer Fall Winter 

Tr 

Tr 
I 

Seasons (Check) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boa.ting, motor 
Boa.ting, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems, 

Group Facilities: 

REMARKS 

-~ 
14 

1 ~ 
~ 

U) 

X 

X 

xx 

X 

~ 
(I) 

rl +:I' 
rl -~ ~ )c 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

SITE# -=--------

(Sa -·salmon~ St - , Tr~ Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon, Ww = Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

This is just a level area near the creek with. a couple of picnic 
tables, garbage cans, and a toilet. 
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__ P_o_rwi-d-er ____ Ri ....... ver ______ System Site No. 4 
__ Ea_g_l_e_C_r_e_ek ____ Area Priority Complete --------
Name Kettle Creek Camp 

Looation End of road on east fork of Eagle Creek 13ank -------East 

T~, R 44E, Seo. _La River Mile ______ County ___ Bak:_er _____ _ 

Ownership & Public ____ u .. , ____ S..,
9 

__ F,.,,.Q .. [,.;;;;8~§:\e ____ S __ e=r;..;:vi-c..;.,e _____________ _ 

Private ___ Tax Lot No. ___ Number of owners _____ _ 

Land Type Mountainous 

Cover type Coniferous trees 

DESCRIPI'ION 

Road access Two lane gravel - public , Condition Good ---------~ High - spring 
Flows Good - summer and ,fa,]1 Water quality ____ G_o_od. _______ _ 

Present stage of development Complete ------------------------
ANGLER NEEDS 

Aoquisitionc ________ Acres, __________ Feet of frontage 

Type of oonveyanoe ____________________ _ 

Development a 

Boat Ramps Type ------------~Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets ______ Tra.ils ________ Roads _________ _ 

Parking area __ _ For cars or oar-trailer units ---- -----
This site will aooommodate anglers on east fork of Eagle Creek and deer and 

elk hunters in the fallo 
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AH~ Ea e Creek 

lf."J li'l'•Vi• )l L 
0..,1,.,&.Ji!e ,1 C~.:=m'~~ 

_F_IS_H_E_R_Y_2 ___ s_,_uom_e_r_r_a_i-n~o~_,---------------------

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

s i ipr nR" 

Tr 

s ummer 

T:tb 

ta ' n im 11 Wi t 

Tr 
I 

Seasons (Check) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boa.ting, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing* 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

~ 14 

-~ I ~ 
~ 

U) 

X 
X 

X 
xx 
xx 

X 
X "'r 

. """ 

*This is a very ::rnen:i.c & .. reae 

·OTHER 

Safety Problems i 

Group Facilities: 

14 
fl> 

rl ~ 
rl -~ ~ > 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

---
X 

JC 

er (Sa= Salmon~ St= Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon, w~ = Warm Water Fishes) 

• 

REMARKS Public horse corrals and loading ramps at campground. 
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WJ\.'l'Ji!ll ACC1!:~1s srpg EVAWI\TION 

___ P_owd_er __ R_i_v_e_r ___ System Site No. 

___ E_ag_l_e_C_r_e_e_k ____ Area Priority ___ B ____ _ 

Name JliddJe EaiJe Qreek Easements 

Location Above Main Easle Bridge Camp Bank --------Both 

Baker T 6S , R 43E, Seo. __ a River Mile - County 
~ 7i4E --- ------

Ownership I Public --------------------------
Private x Tax Lot No. Number of owners Maror --- ------

DESCRIPrION 

Land Type Narrow mountain ya.11ey along creek 

Cover type Pasture, deciduous trees along creek 

Road a.ooess Two lane gravel- public , Condition Good ----------
Flows 

Hi~ - spring Good - smmner and fall Water quality ______ G~o_o_d _________ _ 

Present stage of development None 
____ ......., ________________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Aoquisitionc Aores, J miles of frontage 

Type of conveyance Easement 

Developments 

Boat Ramps Type Number of lanes 

Toilets Trails Roads 

Parking area For ca.rs or oar-trailer units 

This site will aooommoda te trout anglers on 3 miles of main Eagle Creek. 
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Eagle Creek 

SITE# --------
FISHERYa Summer rainbow trout, some DoUx Varden anq mite.fish 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

s i s ipr n1t 

Tr 

ummer 

Tr 

F 11 Wi a. nter 

Tr 
I 

Seasons (Check) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems& 

Group Facilities& 

-~ 
~ 
Pl 

en 

X 

~ ~ 

J 
Q) 

r--4 .µ 
r--4 -~ ~ )I 

X X 

(Sa - Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon~ Ww - Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

SEE FOLD-OUT lvIAP 

REMARKS This is a good fishing section of Eagle Creek and public access is 
denied by the landowner. Because of this, no hatchery trout are released in 
this potentially good fishing areao 
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___ P_o_w_d_e_r_R_i_v_e_r __ System 

_____ E~a~g~l~e::;....;C=r_e~e~k~-- Area 

Name Tamarack Forest Camp 

Location At mouth of West Eagle Creek 

Site No .. ,6 

Priority --------Complete 

East :Bank -------
T~, R 43E , Seoe ~• River Mile ______ C.ounty ___ B_ak_er _____ _ 

Ownership& Public ---------------------------U@ S * Fores·t Service 

Private ___ Tax Lot Noe ___ Number of owner.a _____ _ 

DESC RIPI' ION 

Land Type __ M=o=un=t=a;i=n~o=u=s ________________________ _ 

Cover type Coniferous trees 
_........,........_. .................. """""'-" ....... ________________________ _ 

Road aooess Two lane eeavel- public , Condition __ G_o-o_d _______ _ 
High - spring 

Flows Good_ summer and fall Water qua.Uty _____ G_o_.od....._ _______ _ 

Present stage of development --~C~o=m=p=l=e~t_e _______________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Aoquiaitionz ________ Acres, ---------- Feat of frontage 

Type of oonveyanoe ____________________ _ 

Developments 

Boat Ramps Type ______________ Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets _______ Traila ________ Roads ________ _ 

Parking area __ _ For cars or· car-trailer units ---- -----
This site will a.ooommoda. te ,trout anglers All Eagle Qreek and deer and elk 

hunters on south aide of Wallowa. Mountains. 
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SITE :/I .,--=·=--6 __ _ 

FISHERY I Summer rainbow trout some Dol Varden and whitefish 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

s i s 1pr np: 

Tr 

ummer Fall Winter 

Tri 

Tr I 

I 

See.sons (Check) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boa.ting, motor. 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horsebaok riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems z 

Group Facilities: 

-~ 
F-1 

I ~ 
~ 

en 

X 
X 

X X 

X 

'-t 
ffi 

~ .µ 
M -~ &? > 

N 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

(Sa - Salmon, St .... S-teelhead~ Tr - 1rrout, 
Sg = Sturgeon, w~ = Warm Water Fishes) 

SKE:".f.'CH 

::::::: 
w"-f-e,- D 
f {:.a..-1('; ... , ._v 

-r 
~ --- ~ --

REMARKS This is a small camping area that is level e1.long the Eagle Greek 
canyon. Picnic, _camping, water., and sanitary facilities are .furnished. It 
is a charge campground - no charge for picnicking$ 
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__ P_owd_e_r_Ri_._v_e_r ____ System Site Noa 7 

__ E_a=g_l_e __ C_r~e-ek _____ Area Priority --------Complete 

Name Two Color Campground 

Location ½ mile abov~_West Fork road ,tgn.2,tion ·' West :Bank ___ ......., __ ___ 
T~, R 43E , Sec,, 16 & River Mile ______ County __ B_ak_e_r _____ _ 

Ownerships Public u. s. Forest Service --------------------------
Private ___ Tax Lot NoQ --~Number of owners _____ _ 

Land Type Mountainous 

Cover type Coniferous trees 

DESCRIPrION 

Road access Two lane gravel - public , Condition ___ G_o_o_d _____ _ 
High ... spring 

Flows Good .... summer and fall Water qua.Uty ___ G_o_od _________ _ 

Present stage of development __ C_omp ___ l_e_te ________________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisition: -------- Acres, ----------- Feet of frontage 

Type of conveyance ____________________ _ 

Developments 

Boat Ramps Type ____________ __,;Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets Trails Roads --------- -------- ---------
Parking area __ _ For cars or oar-trailer units ---- -----

This site will a.ooommodate _gout anglers on Main Eagle Creek and deer and 

elk hunters on the south aide of the W allovra Hountainse 
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Creek 

FISHERY ~ Summer rainbcr11 trou:t m soma Dolly Varden and 'lilfP i tef lsh 

Fall Winter 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

Sea.Bone (Check) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boating, motor 
Boa.ting, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing* 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

-~ 
~ 
~ 

lfl 
j 

~ 
Q) 

rl ~ 
rl .s &! ~ 

JC X 
X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 
X 
X 

Y' "ll" 

* Show-me trips are conducted here@ 

·OTHER 

Safety Problemsz 

N 

Group Facilities: Picnicking, camping 

(Sa - Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon 9 Ww - Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

,.,,,11 
n 

1) 
.\) 

'-

s 
IJ 

~ 

G 

~ 
q-. 

~ D kl 

D 

I 
\ 

\.,,/,.., 

11 \Y 
\ f[ 

REMARKS 
This is a nice campground in tall fir trees® Picnic and sanitary 

facilities are provided. Deer and elk hunters use this campground in the 
fall. A charge is made for camping - no charge for pionickinge 
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__ P_ow_d_e_r_R_i_v_e_r ____ System Site No. 8 

Eagle Creek Area __ ....;;;.., ______ _ Priority Complete --------
Name Boulder Park Res<rt 

== 

Looation End of road on Main Eagle Creek :Bank --------
T~, R 43E , Seo. _g_a River Mila ____ County ___ B_ake __ r ____ __ 

Ownership& Publio --------------------------u. s. Forest Service 

Private * Tax Lot No. 
* Concession 

___ Number of owners _____ _ 

DESCRIPTION 

Land Type Mountainous 
Cover type Coniferous trees 

Road access Two lane gravel ... county , Condition ____ G_o_o_d ____ !"'"" 

Higl}-:- spring 
Flows Good in summer Water quality ______ G_o_od ______ _ 

Present stage of development ____ O_o_mp_l_et_e ______________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Aoquisition1 ________ Acres, __________ Feet of frontage 

Type of oonveya.noe ____________________ _ 

Developments 

Boat Rampa Type ____________ ___,;Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets Trails Roads ------ -------- ----------
Parking area __ _ For cars or oar-trailer units ---- -----

This site will aooommodate anglers and hunters on the south side of· the 

Wallowa Mountains. 
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Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

s i ,pr nR' 

Tr 

s ummer Fe.11 Winter 

I 

i 

Seasons (Check) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boa.ting, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing* 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

-~ 
~ 
Pi 

(fl 
j 

14 
© 

r-4 ~ 
....-I -~ ~ )t 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X 
X 

X X 

*Tourists take trips into Wallowas® 

·OTHER 

Safety Problems a 

Group Facilities: 

(Sa .,. SaJ.mon~ St Sta@lhead, Tr ,,,, Trout, 
Sg = Sturgeon 9 Ww - Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

E 

D 

r 

• REMARKS This is a concession that furnishes horses 1 guides, home-cooked meals, 
store, lodge and cabins for overnight stays. The horse corrals are down the 
road about 1/2 mile. The public is permitted to unload their horses free of 
charge. 

33 



Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife 
Master Plan Angler Access & Associated Recreational Uses - Powder River Basin 1966

Page 37 of 65

WA'l'Ji!H M'!Cl~:ns ST'L'ft! EVALUATION 

__ P_o_:v,1_d_e_r_R_i_ve_r ___ System Site No. 9 

__ E_a_g_l_e_C_r_ee_k ____ Area Priority __ c _____ _ 

Name West Eagle Meadows 

Location 2 miles east or Flagstaff Butte Both ~ k _______ JJan 

T-2§._, R JiJ!, Seo. A_• River Mile ______ County __ Uni_o_n _____ _ 

Ownerships Pu.blio u. s. Forest Service --------------------------
Private Tax Lot No. --- _____ Number of owners _____ _ 

DESCRIPI'ION 

Land Type Mountain Meadow 

Cover type Grass and coniferous trees 

Road a.ooesa Two lane di.1,_t - public , Condition Fair ----------High - spring 
Flows I,ow - summer and fall Water quality ___ G_o.;;,;,;od __________ _ 

Present stage of development ____ A;;.......;r .... ew ......... g&l,ar;;.;...;.b_a_.g"'"'e __ c.;;.;.ans;;;;.;;.. __________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisitions _______ Acres, _........, ________ Feet of frontage 

Type of oonveyanoe --------------------
Development a 

Boat Rampa Type ____________ ...... Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets Trails Roads -------- _______ _,.; ----------
Parki.ng area. -- For oars or· oar-trailer units ----- -----

This site will aooommodate trout anglers and deer and elk hunters on south 

side of Wallowa Mountains. 
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SITE# --=-===---=-
FISHERY I Summer rainbow trout in vicinity of meadows 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

s i s ,pr n~ ummer a n er F 11 Wi t 

Tr 
I 

l 

Seasons (Check) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study* 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

-~ j S--4 
~ 

Cl) 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

"" G) 
rl ~ 
rl -~ ~ > 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

*School groups come here for study. 

OTHER 

Safety Problems z 

Group Facilities: 

REMARKS 

- Ti. j ......:!· -

(Sa - Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon, Ww - Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

I 

This is the- access point for the Fake Creek Trail and Echo Lake Trailo 
A horse loading platform exists on main road •. This meadow gets medium elk 
hunter camp use and light deer hunter camp usee 
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AREA II 

Area II is composed of Thief Valley Reservoir and adjacent canyon below 

the dam. The canyon for a distance of ten miles is a steep, rugged trench 

with sparse vegetation of sagebrush and cheat grass. This section has no 

road access except at the dam, and at the lower end where Highway 203 crosses 

the river. Access to this canyon is not eminent at the present time, but 

when the Oregon Game Commission is able to initiate a fish rehabilitation 

program on the Powder River, access will be needed. The river flows in the 

canyon are good during the irrigation season which starts in mid-April and 

extends into September. All diversion ditches branch from the river at the 

lower end of the canyon. During the wet season the reservoir is shut down 

to store water for the following year. 

Trout are able to sustain themselves in the lower end of the canyon 

during times of low flow due to some deep pools, returning ground water, and 

a few springs along the canyon sides. In addition to trout, sm.allmouth bass 

and channel catfish would be introduced in the river after chemical treatment 

in order to sustain a fishery through the hot summer months. 

Deer and chukar partridge abound in the canyon and would offer some 

additional hunting territory when access is gained to this section. 

Thief Valley Reservoir is contained in the upper part of this area. It 

is an irrigation development and is completely drained each year. The maxi

mum pool covers 890 surface acres and contains 17,400 acre feet of storageo 

No good fishery oan be maintained in this reservoir because of each year's 

draining. If the reservoir size could be increased and a minimum pool of at 

least 1/3 maximum pool could be guaranteed, a trout and warm-water fishery 

could be established. 
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No access problems exist now, lmt the1:e will if a m.::tnirmm pool is guar

anteed and a fishery is established" If this situation aris,3s, the priority 

on development along the rese:rvoir should be charged to 01A '~ ~ 

rrhe two following e'valuation sheets describe the area and illustrate 

the access needs in more detail~ 
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W/\'l'Ji!H J\CCl!:t1S Sl'l'fi! EVALUATION 

__ P_o_w_d_er_R_i_·v_e_r ____ System Site No. 
1 

Area ----------II Priority --------B 

Name Thief Valley Canyon 

LooationTen mile oanyon below Thief Valley Reservoir Both Bank 
40& --------

T41E , R6.!!.1,_y Seo. _:_a River Mile 50.4-70.0County __ B_a_k_e_r ____ _ 

Ownerships Public Bureau of Land Management and 

Private X Tax Lot Noo _-_ __,;Number of owners __ Man __ Y __ _ ---
DESCRIPTION 

Land Type __ R_1_·v_e_r_o_an_y_on_w_1_·t_h_r_i_m_r_o_ok_o_u_t_o_r_o_p_p_in __ g_s __________ _ 

Cover type __ s_a_g_e_b_ru_s_h_a.n_d_o_h_e_a_t __ g_r_a_s_s _________________ _ 

Road aooeaa _N_o_n_e ___________ , Condition _________ _ 

Good through 
Flows irrigation season 

Present stage of development 

Water quality -------------Good 

None ----------------------
ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisitions ________ Aores, __________ Feet of frontage 

Type of oonveyanoe ___ Ea_s_em_en_t_s _____________ _ 

Development a 

Boat Rampa Type ________________ Number of lanes ____ __ 

Toilets ......., _____ Tra.ils _______ __,,;Roa.ds to rim of canyon 

Parking area __ _ For · ca.rs or oar-trailer uni ts ---- -----
This site will aooommodate anglers and hunters along ten miles of rugged 

oanyon area. 
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AREA II 

SITE# --------
FISHERY: Trout in early spring and warm-water fish through the 

summer and fall .. 

s i 1pr ng s ummer F 11 Wi t a n er 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light I 

i 

Seasons (Cheok) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boating, mo-tor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game* 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

-~ 
~ 
Pl 
t/l 

X 

~ ~ 

I 
Q) 

,.-f ~ 
,.-f -~ ~ )1: 

X X 

X 

X X 

* Chukara are hunted into January 

OTHER 

Safety Problems x 

Group Facilities: 

(Sa - Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon. Ww - Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

=-=--==-:.===:-== 

REMARKS Access to this canyon would open u~ a.~proxim.a.tely ten river miles of 
hunting and angling when the need arises. 
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Wl\'l'Ji!H Acc1~:~1S SI'PR EVALUATION 

___ P_o_w_d_e_r_Ri_ve_r ___ System Site No. 2 

II Area --------------- Priority C --------
Name Thief Valley Reservoir 

Location 6 miles east of North Powder , Entire shore line 

T...Q§_, R It_, Seo. -=-.• River Mile __ 7.a...l ___ C.ounty ___ B_a_k_er ____ _ 

Ownership a Public ____ Bur..;;,;;;;;._e_au_-.... o_f;;....;L_an __ d ..... Ma;;;;;;;;;;;.;n ... a_ga..e_m;.;;.en;;.;;.t~an;;;.;.;d;;;..... _________ _ 

Private x Tax Lot No. --- Number of owners Many --~ ... 

DESCRIPTION 

Land Type Surrounding rolling mountains 

Cover type Hayfields adjacent to reservoir on north side 

Road aooess Single lane dirt- private , Condition __ F_air _______ _ 
High - spring 

Flows Drained by fall Water quality ___ G_o_o_d ________ _ 

Present stage of development __ Ma:x __ i_mum __ p_o_o_l_b_o_a_t_._ramp ____________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Aoquisitionr ________ Acres, ---------- Feet of frontage 

Type of oonveyanoe Easement and/or purchase 
{I- Easements for road access to reservoir 

Development a 

* Boa. t Ramps Type Concret~ plank Number of lanes l _......, __ _ 
Toilets x Trails Roads Improvement and 

------ -------- construction 
100 oar-trailer units Parking area ---X For ____ oars or 

This site will a.ooommodate trout and warm-water game fish anglers from the 

Baker and Richland areas. 

* The boat ramp should be functional at both minimum and maximum pool. 
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FISHERY AT PRESENT TIME i 

in spring 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

s i s 1pr n,r 

Ww 

wruner 

Ww 

AREA-----=-----
SITE # --------

Crappie, a few bullhead catfish, and rainbow trout 

Fall 

I 

I 

Winter (Sa - Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon, Ww - Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

Seasons (Check) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horsebaok riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems s 

Group Fa.cilitiesi 

REMARKS 

-~ ,... 
~ 

C/l 

V 

y 

IY 

y 

j ,-f 
,-f 

~ 

:r 'X 

y :x 

X 
X 
X 

~ 
Q) 

.µ. 

-~ 
> 

\ 

/I 
/.,,,._\ 

,;:,.... \' 
\\ 

\ 

t 

This reservoir is drawn dovm each fall to just a river channel. It would 
be advantageous, for recreational purposes, to raise the dam to obtain a minimum 
pool of 1/3 maximum pool so a fish population could be maintained. If a minim.um 
pool were maintained this reservoir would provide recreation to a large group of 
peopleo 
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AREA III 

Area III includes the mid=portion of the J:~iYer Ye that part that lies 

between Baker and Thief Valley Reservoir" Thia area is commonly called 

Baker Valleyo It is a wide valley where 

The.river is diverted into irrigation canals above the 

the river channel only subsists upon the warm 

predominates0 

consequently, 

irrigation run-off 

from adjacent fields.. Below the town of North Powd.,3r the river flows through 

a short canyon before it joins the Thief Valley ReservoirG 

This part of the river maintains a minimt1m warm-,water fishery due to 

large populations of rough fish .. All land is privately owned; but as in the 

lower river, there is no access problem and there will not be until a fish 

rehabilitation program is initiated and minimum flows are established. 

This area has been put under a "whenever and wherever" category with a 

priority "C" attached .. This priority should automatically be changed to "A" 

if rehabilitation takes place .. 

The following evaluation sheet describes the area, in more detail" 

This area, in addition to the headwaters and the section between 
Baker and Mason Dam 9 was chemically rehabilitated to remove rough 
fish in October 19670 The stream will be stocked with fingerling 
trout next springo 

As is mentioned in the original plan, the priorities should be changed 
to "A" if rehabilitation takes placeQ As of November 1 9 1967, the 
priority on Area III will be "A ai o 
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WA'l'Ji![l ACCI~:ss SI'L'l~ EVALUATION 

____ P_o_ffli_er_Ri_v_e_r __ System Site No. 

Area -----------III Priority --------C 

Name Lower Baker Valley 

Looation Between Baker and North Powder 
6,7, & 

Both Bank --------
T~, R~, Sec.-=-• River Mile 12-108 County __ B_ak_er _____ _ 

Ownership I Public _________________________ _ 

Private x Tax Lot No. --- Number of owners Many ----- __ ...,._ __ _ 
DESCRIPI'ION 

Land Type Valley - agricultural 

Cover type Hayfields and truck crops 

.higbwa..v 
Road aooess Man_y gravel roads off pavedL, Cona.i tion ____ F_a_ir ____ t_o_gw.o ... od ....... __ _ 

Graveled roads are private 
Flows Low through swmner Water quality __ F_a_ir __ b_u_t_w_arm ______ _ 

Present stage of development ______ N_o_n_e _____________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisitions ________ Aores, __________ Feet of frontage 

Type of oonveyanoe Easements and/or purchase 

Developments 

Boat Rampa Type _____________ Number of la.nee ____ _ 

Toilets _______ Trails ________ Roads _________ _ 

Parking area __ _ For cars or oar-trailer units ---- -----
This site will ·aocommodate vrro-water game f1sb anglers from +,be Baker VaJJey. 
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Hes.vy 

Medium 

Light 

Sea,Bons (Check) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

:Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horsebaok riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems z 

Group Facilities& 

bD 

.~ 
~ 
P.1 

U) 

-

X 

..,.._ 

--· 
~ (4 
(l) I© 

j 1-l ,iJb 
rl -~ ~ :7il 

·--_,_ ,i:;:,r,:;-.=o::: 

X JC 

y ;Jr 

1rrout 9 

) 

REMARKS This s ection of river is low on t~he priority list due to its inability 
to support a good fishery, which is caused by irrigation diversion and lack of 
minimum flows. This would all change if minimum flaws could be guaranteedo 
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Mason Dam to 

area that wiJJ 'be 

and 

vo:i.r 

the season wo1:ild 

dropped to 10 cfs W:i th a min:Lmum flow of 

trout 

pools wl1ere trout could hold cnrer., 

are still tmde:r wr;,,y we 

ment of a good mi:ni.murn. flow 9 this section would. 

and lands adjacent to the river :Ln turn 

this section is 

In t.1cld.i tion jl one 

five mi1~3s south of 

form a very nice lake" A further 

others in this 
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___ P_o_wd_er_Ri_v_e_r ___ System Site No. 1 

Area ----------IV Priority ___ A ____ _ 

Name Beaver Creek Recreation Site 

Location Smiles south of Baker ......,;B_o_t_h _______ Bank 

ll3 County __ B_ak_e_r _____ _ T 10S, R ..hQ!t, Seo. 17-1& River Mile 

Ownership a Public --------""!!""32~0-0 ____________ _ 

Private x Tax Lot No. 3700 Number of owners --- ____ ___,; ------1 

DESCRIP!'ION 

Land Type Baker Valley - hayf'ields 

Cover type Hayfields with trees and willaws near river 

Road access Paved highway 

Flows Proposed high sunmi.er 

Present stage of development 

, Condition ----------Good 

Water quality ___ G_o_od ________ _ 

None ---------------------
ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisitions _______ Acres, __________ Feet of frontage 

Type of conveyance ___________________ _ 

Developments 

Boat Rampa Type ______________ ?lumber of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets _____ x ____ Trails ________ Roads Access to park site 

Parking area x For SO oars or · oar-trailer uni ts ------- -----
This site will aooommodate trout anglers and recreationists from the Baker 

areao 
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AREA IV 

ANTICIPATED 
_F_IS_H_E_,R_Y_z _____ T._r_ou_t_f_i_s_h_e_ry_. _in_au ___ mme __ r ___ ==-="' --=-=---=-.,.==-==----=----= .. -=----
---------------------==---,_.,..-=--=---,,,=-•--=====--

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

s i s ,pr ng ummer 

Tr Tr 

a l n er 

Tr 

I 

I 

Seasons (Chaok) 

RECRF.J\TION 
(Check) 

13oating, motor 
Boa.ting, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horsebaok riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin a.nd scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems: 

Group Facilities: 

-~ 
~ 
P-1 

Ul 

X 
X 

X 

X 

i4 ~ 

I 
Q) 

....... ..µ 
,-I -~ ~ :,.,.: 

X X 
X X 

X X 

X X 

. -:r 

(Ba - Salmon, St - ~a~a~A~g~, Tr - Trout, 
Sg .... ...~'i~r0=.e~""'1::", W,u - Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

------

N 

Fie I J 

REMARKS This would make an excellent park site~ With river flows at 400 cfs, it 
is anticipated that this will provide one of the best trout fisheries in eastern 
Oregon barring extremely low minimum flows in winter. The area now has large cotton
wood trees along the river adjacent to a large hayfield. 
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System ----------Powder River Site No. 2 

Area ----------IV Priority --------C 

Name Bald Mountain Lake 

Looation ±!J. miles south of Baker on Sticea Gulch Bank ------..... . 19 & 
T 11S, R JJ:Q.!_, Seo ..... '.2!2.J River Mile - County __ B_ak-er _____ _ 

Ownership I Publio ____ u_, .... s ..... _F_o __ r_e __ st ........ s ... e .... rvi......,;;;;; .. c ... e_a __ n __ d _____________ _ 

* Private x Tax Lot No. ____ Number of owners Many 
* Patented mining claims . 

DESCRIPrION 

Land Type Mountainous 

Cover type Coniferous trees - pine and fir 

Road a.ooesa Single lane dirt - private , Condition __ G_o_od _______ _ 

Creek High in spring 
Flows 1/2 cfs in summer Water quality __ G_o_o_d _________ _ 

Present atage of development ---------------------None 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisitions Aores, ------- ---------- Feet of frontage 

Type of oonveya.noe ___________________ _ 

Development a 

Boat Rampa Type __ C_on_o_r_e_t_e_p __ l_ank_. ______ Number of lanes __ l __ _ 

Toilets ___ x ____ Trails ________ Roa.ds ___ x ______ _ 

Parking area x -- For cars or· 20 oar-trailer units ---- -----
This site will aooommodate trout anglers from the Baker area. 
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AREA _.,_, _________ "[J_·_, _____ _ 

SITE# --------2 

FISHER.Ya ------------------------------

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

s i s ipr np:_ urnmer Fall Vi t . n er . 
-===--

I 

I 

Sessone (Check) 

RECREA':l~ ION 
{Check) 

13oat:l.ng ~ motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, -trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horsebaok riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems & 

Group Facilitiesg 

xx 
xx 
xx 

xx 

X 

xx 

xx 

(Sa= Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg ~'" Sturgeon t W'i1 = Warm Water Fhhee) 

SEE FOLD=OUT MAP 

REMARKS 
This basin is within the National Forest, but approximately one section 

is owned by many private individuals (patented mining claims). This would make 
an excellent fishing lakeo 
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WA'l'Ji!H J\GCI~:ss fH'l'R EVALUATION 

___ P_o_iWd_e_r_Ri_~_e_r ___ System Site No. 

IV Area A ---------- Priority --------
Name Upper Baker VaJJ ey 

Looa.tion aetw;een Baker and Mason Pam ___ B_g._t._h ___ :Ba.nk 

T~ R 3.2..&..., Seo. _::_a River Mile 107-12.3 County ___ B_akl_er ____ _ 
40E 

Ownerships Public --------------------------
Private _x __ Tax Lot No. Number of owners Malzy-----

DESC RIP.I' ION 

Land Type Level agricultural with rolling hills at upper end 

Cover type Pasture land and coniferous trees 

Road aooess Paved highway , Condition __ G_o_o_d ______ __ 

Flows Fluctuating Water quality ------------- --------------Good 

Present stage of development ___ N_o_n_e ________________ _ 

Acquisitions 

ANGLER NEEDS 

-------- Acres, Three miles of frontage ----------
Type of oonveyanoe Easements- along approximately three miles 

of river and concentrated in area directly 
Developments below Mason Dam. 

Boat Ramps Type Number of lanes 
Toilets ___ T_r_a_i_l_s ________ Roads \ -----

------
Parking area For oars or· oar-trailer units --- ---- -----

This site will_aooom.modate trout anglers tram the Baker area - a good trout 

fishery is needed near the town ot Baker. 
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ANTICIPATED 
FISHERY 2 Trout - at present time large ;eopulations ~rough f'is_b inha12sit . 

this area. 

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

i Spr n« Summer 
Tr Tr 

FB.11 Winter 
Tr 

I 

i 

Seasons (Cheak) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and souba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problems& 

Group Facilitiesz 

-~ 
~ 
Pl 

Cf) 

X 

F-4 
""' J 
(U 

r-1 ~ ...... -~ ~ )t 

X X 

(Sa - Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg ""' Sturgeon 11 Wtfi .... Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

SEE FOLD-OUT MAP 

REMARKS 
If a good trout fishery were established in this section of the Powder 

River, it would fill a niche that has been empty in this area for a long tim.eo 
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AREA V 

Area V includes the Sumpter Valley where Ma.son Reservoir is unde~ con

struction. Mccully Fork and Cracker Creek lie above the valley in the Na

tional Forest. The upper end of the Sumpter Valley is nothing but dredge 

tailings that make the area useless. The lower end will be flooded by Mason 

Reservoir in 1967. 

The fishery is restricted to spring when water flows are substantial. 

Natural stocks of fish are small; therefore, 10,000 legal rainbows are re

leased in this area each spring by the Ga.me Commission to provide a fishery. 

Mason Reservoir would provide an excellent trout fishery if a minimum 

pool of at least 1/3 maximum pool could be maintainede The dam has been 

engineered to provide a maximum surface acre of 2,300 acres; drawdown will 

reduce the pool to 200 surface aoresa 

Two campgrounds and one picnic ground have been proposed by the Forest 

Service for the shore line area of Mason Reservoir. One campground will be 

constructed along the north shore; a campground and a picnic area are planned 

for the south shore (the location of these sites are plotted on the fold-out 

map). 

There will be one boat ramp included in the Mason Dam project. Plans 

have not progressed enough at the writing of this report to determine whether 

the Bureau of Reclamation or the Forest Service will construct the ramp. 

The dredge tailings area just below Sumpter holds some deep ponds that 

will grow trout if rough fish can be eliminated. Aocess to this area is a 

problem. For this reason, fish stocking and rough fish control has not been 

undertaken. This area would need considerable landscape work to make it 

desirable, but the day may come when this type of project will be common. 
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This tailing area has been put under a "whenever and wherever" category 

with a priority "B" attached so if this land becomes available it can be 

obtained before land prices climb too higho 

Site descriptions of Mccully Fork campground, a Forest Service facility 

above Sumpter, and an area description of Mason Reservoir follow on the site 

evaluation sheetse 
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__ P_o_w_e_r_R_iv_er ____ System 

V Area ----------
Name Mason Reservoir Recreation Sites 

Site No. 

Priority 

1 

---------

Location Shore line of Mason Reservoir ,North and South :Bank 

T...lQa., R -3.al., Seo. -=-a River Mile 124-129 County _....,B ..... akiioiiiiioiii,iie_r _____ _ 

Ownerships Public u. s. Forest Service and ----------------------------
Private x Tax Lot No. --- Number of owners Many --~ 

DESCRIPTION 

Land Type Low 11 rolling mountains 

Cover type Pine and fir 

Road access Paved highway and gravel roads, Condition Good ----------
Flows Fluctuating* Water quality ___ G_o_o_d ________ _ 

Present stage of development ____ N_o_n_e _______________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisitions ________ Aores, ____________ Feet of frontage 

Type of oonveyanoe ---------------------
Developments 

Boat Ramps Type _____________ Number of la.nee ____ _ 

Toilets Trails Roads -------- -------- ----------
Parking area --- For oars or car-trailer units ---- -----

This site will a.ooommodate recreationists from the Baker Va1ley. 

* Reservoir will nuctuate from 2300 to 200 surface acres annually-. 
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SITE # _______ _ 

FISHERY& Trout ------------------~---,---------~~~---'"""""""----
-----------------------------------------

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

s i s pr n« wnmer Fall Winter 

I 

l 

Seasons (Check) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boating, motor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horsebaok riding 

* Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game* 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 
* Grouse, deer, elk 

OTHER 

Safety Problems a 

Group Fa.oilitiesi 

REMARlCS 

-~ 
~ 
Pl 

Ul 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

j 
F-4 
~ 

rl ,+.lb 
rl .!:I &? )I: 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X :x: 

X 

X 

y y 

X 'X' 

X X 

X X 

(Sa - Salmon, St - Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon, Ww - Warm Water Fishes) 

SKETCH 

SEE FOLD-OUT MAP 

It is doubtful that this reservoir will provide a good fishery due to 
the large annual drawdown. 
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__ P_o_wd_e_r_R_i_~_e_r ___ System Site No. 2 

_____ V ______ Area Priority __ B _____ _ 

Name Sumpter Tailings Area 

Looation Mouth of Cracker Creek to N.ason Reservoir __ ;e_
0

_t,h ____ Bank 

T-2§_, R ..:rm.,, Seo. -=-• River Mile 129-133 County -....11BalilUll!dlliklll,1i;jerlillll,,. _____ _ 
10S 38E 

Ownership I Public _________________________ _ 

Private _x __ Tax Lot No. _ ... _ ___;Number of owners -~--Y __ _ 

DESCRIPTION 

Land Type Leyel yaJ.ley 

Cover type Dredge tailings 

Road aooess Many gravel roads- private , Condition __ F_a._ir=-------~ 
High - spring 

Flows Low - summer and fa,11 Water quality Qaod, hut Iann 1D suroroer 

Present stage of development __ N=on~e~-----------------
ANGLER NEEDS 

Aoquisitionr ________ Aores, ------------mile, of frontage 

Type of oonveyanoe -~E.;;;;;a.;;.se.;..;m;;;.e;;;.;n;.;.;t;......;;.a;;,;;,;n;;.;;;d./..;.or;;......p...,ur;;;;;;;....;c;;.;;.h;;.;a_s_e ________ _ 

Development a 

Boat Ramps Type _______________ Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets ______ Trails _________ Roads ________ _ 

Parking area --- For cars or oar-trailer units ---- -----
This site will aooornmoda te trout anglers along . one mile qf etrearno 
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SITE# 2 --------
FISHERY s ':trout in the many ponds formed ~en the area ~g .... !__d __ ., ___ -=-==--

Heavy 

Medium 

Light 

s i s ,pr n« 

Tr 

ummer Fall Wi t ra er 

Tr I 

l 

Sea.eons (Check) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boa.ting, motor 
Boa.ting, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horseback riding 
Hunting, big game 
Hunting, upland game 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 

OTHER 

Safety Problemsx 

Group Facilities: 

-~ 
~ 
Pi 

Ul 

:x: 

""' 
~ 

I 
(I) 

..-1 +» 
r-1 -~ ~ O'J )ii 

'Y' 

(Sa - Salmon, St -
Sg - Sturgeon, Ww ... 

SKE'TCH 

SEE FOLD-OUT MAP 

, Tr - Trout, 
Water Fiehe s) 

REMARKS Here are some ponds that could be stocked with trout after rough fish 
removal that would provide some excellent trout angling. 
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__ P_o_wd_e_r_R_i_ve_r ____ System Site No. 3 

Area ----------V Priority --------Complete 

Name McCully Fork Campgro'W'ld 

Looation 3½ miles upstream fro_m Sumpter_ :Bank -------Both 

T~, R 36E, Seoo 1!!_~ River Mile 136 County ____ B_ak_e_r ____ _ 

u. s. Forest Service Ownership& Public --------------------------
Private ___ Tax Lot No~ __ __,;Number of owners _____ _ 

DESCRIPTION 

Land Type _____ Mo~un=t_a_i~n=o~u_s;_ _____________________ _ 

Cover type ___ C_o_n_if_e_r_o_u_s_-_p_in_e_a_n_d_f_ir ___________________ _ 

Road aooess Two lane gravel - public , Condition Good -----------High - spring 
Flows Low.,., summer

2 
fall Water quality __ G_o_o_d _________ _ 

Present stage of dev·elopment _____ C_o_mp_l_et_·e _____________ _ 

ANGLER NEEDS 

Acquisition: ________ Acres, ---------- Feet of frontage 

Type of oonveyanoe ____________________ _ 

Development a 

Boat Rampa Type ------------~Number of lanes ____ _ 

Toilets ______ Trails ________ Roads ________ _ 

Parking area __ _ For cars or oar-trailer units ---- -----
This site will a.ocommodate anglers and big game and bird hunters on the 

upper Powder River~ 
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!RE! V -----------
SITE # __ 3 ___ _ 

FISHERY s Spring trout angling .isg_mai ]y hatchery __ ,!'ainbows ---·---------

Heavy 

Medium 

Summer Fall Winter (Sa= Salmon, St= Steelhead, Tr - Trout, 
Sg - Sturgeon, Ww - Warm Water Fishes) 

Tr 

Light Tr 

Seasons (Cheok) 

RECREATION 
(Check) 

Boating, mo-tor 
Boating, non-motor 
Camping, tent 
Camping, trailer 
Fishing, boat 
Fishing, shore 
Hiking 
Horsebaok riding 
Hunting, big game* 
Hunting, upland game* 
Hunting, waterfowl 
Nature study 
Picnicking 
Sightseeing 
Skin and scuba diving 
Swimming 
Water skiing 
* Grouse, deer, elk 

OTHER 

Safety Problems z 

Group Facilities& 

REMARICS 

-~ 
~ 
Pi 

Ul 

~ f-4 

I 
(U 

rl +' 
rl -~ ~ )!: 

X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 

X 

X 

X X 

; 

This is a nice, heavily shaded campground. 
hunters in the fall for deer and elk than fishermen. 
and July - 101000 legals in area around Sumptero 
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---
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AREA VI 

Area VI is the North Fork of the Powder River end Wolf Creek. These 

tributaries originate north of the Anthony Lakes area and flow in an easterly 

direction to meet the main river at North Powder. 

These streams support a trout fishery in the spring that is pursued 

mainly on National Forest land. Angling pressure is not heavy and access is 

no problem. 

This area is plainly marked on the fold-out map. 
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